1
- 2 -



JOINT WORKING GROUP OF THE
OEA/Ser.T/VIII

PERMANENT COUNCIL AND CEPCIDI ON THE
GTC/CASA/doc.72/08

DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS
21 July 2008


Original:  Spanish
PROPOSALS FOR ARTICLE 5 OF CHAPTER III – SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, EQUAL OPPORTUNITY, AND NONDISCRIMINATION – OF THE DRAFT 
SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS
Proposals for Article 5 of Chapter III – Social Development, Equal Opportunity, and Nondiscrimination – of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas
Proposal presented by the Chair of the sub-working group set up to discuss Article 5 of Chapter III at the meeting of July 17, 2008, based on the Constitution of the World Health Organization and the principles of the Health Agenda for the Americas 2008–2017 and incorporating changes made during informal consultations and formal negotiations on July 17, 2008
The member states confirm that the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is a fundamental right of all persons without distinction [ME: alternate proposal: end sentence here] of race, religion, political belief, or economic or social condition.  They recognize that health is essential for social inclusion, social cohesion, equitable economic growth, and social development.  In that context, the States reaffirm their responsibility and commitment to improve the availability of, access to, and quality of health care services. The States are committed to these country efforts in the health area in accordance with the principles [PN: promoted by of] the Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, [PN: including] human rights, universality, comprehensiveness, accessibility, and inclusion, Pan American solidarity, equity in health, and social participation.

Proposal presented by the Chair for a second paragraph for Article 5

Member states reaffirm their commitment to promote healthy lifestyles and to strengthen [AR: their in-country] capacity to prevent, detect, and respond to [CARICOM: chronic non-communicable diseases,] current and emerging infectious [AR: diseases threats], and environmental health concerns.  Member states also commit to promote our peoples’ well-being through prevention and care strategies and, in partnership with public or private organizations, to improve access to health care. 


Alternate proposal presented by the delegation of Costa Rica for Article 5 of Chapter III, presented on July 17, 2008

Member states recognize that universal, equitable, comprehensive access to basic health services, on a cooperative basis, is essential for ensuring the harmonious development of society as a whole.  Likewise, they reaffirm their commitment to guarantee necessary conditions for attaining the highest possible level of health (especially the health of persons under age 18 and of at-risk, vulnerable groups) through universal access to quality health services, the promotion of healthy lifestyles, and the protection and improvement of the human habitat.  The intent is to shift the focus from illness to health promotion.
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